Grading Rubric for a Student Digital Storytelling Project

The Digital Storytelling Project is worth a maximum of 28 points based on
the following 7 grading categories:
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Information about Original Writing, Using Quotes, Paraphrasing and

Citing Sources

Below are some additional guidelines related to original writing, using direct
quotes, paraphrasing and citing sources:

e Students are expected to complete and submit their own original work.
This means that you should write your script in your own words even
though you may be using quotes from other people's writing as well as
themes and ideas that you find in books, magazines, journals or on

the web.

e You should keep a record of all of the sources you use in both writing

your script and creating your digital stories. You should include a

credits slide or slides at the end of your project that list the names and
locations of material you used.

e You may use a direct quote (the exact words written by someone else)
in your final project but if you do, the words should be placed within
quotation marks and the source of the material must be cited on the
particular slide or slides that the quote covers.




« You may also paraphrase material from other sources. Paraphrasing
means that you took material that someone else wrote and re-wrote it
in your own words. It also means that you re-wrote all of the original
material in your own words, not just part of it.

« When you paraphrase material from other sources, you should include
a reference to that information on your credits slide. References should
contain as much information as you have about the material, such as
the name of the author(s), the work where the material originated
(name of book, journal, magazine, newspaper, etc.), the date the work
was written, and if you found the information on the web, the URL of
the web page where the information was found.

e Also, using Microsoft Word's thesaurus feature to change a few words
in a paragraph that someone else wrote, does not mean that you have
re-written it in your own words.

e You should also include references to any commercial music that you
used, although commercial music should only be used when it is part
of the project or reflects a mood or period in time that other music
cannot do. When possible, it is best to use royalty-free music, which
we will discuss in more detail during the semester.

e Your final semester project should include a mixture of different
images, including at least some pictures you took with a digital
camera, and some that you created or modified with image-editing
software, including charts and graphs you create. If the content of
your project does not provide the opportunity for you to include your
own images to present the content, you may choose to include some
of your own images at the beginning and/or end of the project, such
as pictures of the building where you work, the campus of the
University of Houston, landmarks in the city of Houston, etc. This
requirement may also be met by including images that you scanned
from a source such as a book, journal, newspaper, 35mm slide or film,
but not downloaded from the web.

Digital Storytelling Project Report

In addition to the presentation of the digital storytelling project itself, each
student is also expected to submit a final project report that describes work
on the project. The report should address each of the following items:



. What was the main topic of your project?
. What were the major objectives of the project?

. Why did you select this topic and who do you think would be
interested in viewing it?

. Please include a description of the images you took with a digital
camera and the images that you modified with image editing software
that were included in the final project.

. Describe if and how this project might be used in a formal or an
informal educational setting.

. Describe the process you went through in completing the final project.
This should include a list of all of the software programs you used,
where the content for the project came from, what items in the project
changed from the early stages of selecting the topic through
completion, plus any other information that describes your work on the
project.

. Describe the major challenges you faced in creating this project and if
and how you overcame them.

. Discuss the most significant things you learned from completing the
final project.

. Please add any other information you feel should be included in the
report.



